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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 5.8-12 and 17-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 5.8-12 and 17-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)Q None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



1. D 

2. D 

3. D 



Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant main argument with respect to Yoshida, is that the reference only teaches 
displaying listings from a database according to the first letter of entries, and that there is no 
motivation to modify the teaching to search the database according to more than one letter. 
Examiner respectfully disagrees with applicant's position. First of all, at the time the invention 
was made, to make a search of a database according to an alphabetical index was very much 
standard procedure. Thus the reference provided by the examiner of Siitonen, which is directed 
to alphabetically searching a database, specifically teaches that by adding letters to a search the 
user can refine the search, col. 2, lines 51-60. Moreover, the reference discloses that as each 
additional character is entered by the end-user, the alphabetical listing is constantly redisplayed, 
according to the new sequence of letters, which reads on the claimed subject matter. 

Thus, examiner provides a reference and a motivation to operate Yoshida in a manner 
using the extremely well-known technique of providing a more narrow list of entries, based upon 
alphabetically searching a database. At the time the invention was made, such a technique was 
practiced throughout the field of database searching, even though it was known to receive the 
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user input through different means, such as by clicking on a tab or scrolling to select the next 
alphabet. The fundamental concept of providing updated lists of entries, when a user inputs two 
or more alphabets was known in the art to be useful to eliminate entries that alphabetically do not 
fit within the possible choices desired by the user, as emphasized by Siitonen; see col. 2, lines 
60-62. 

Furthermore, Siitonen is particularly relevant to applicant's claims since it is disclosed 
that company names that are alphabetically retrieved from a database, in response to a user's 
search request, also may be linked to WWW sites. This disclosure corresponds with the 
recitation of, "internet site names"; see col. 6, lines 34-59. 

Applicant also alludes to confusion as to which Gateway 2000 reference is being applied 
in the rejection. Examiner is relying upon the press release with the Destination Features title. 
Page one of that instant reference discloses that the Destination Big Screen PCTV has Microsoft 
Works 95 pre-installed. Examiner has included this reference in the PTO-892 form, mailed with 
the current Office Action. 

As for the disclosure that Windows 95 includes Internet Explorer, examiner directs 
applicant to the Article, Windows' Web Disguise , which discloses, "Two years ago Internet 
Explorer didn't even exist. Today it is a core component of Windows 95 and NT 4.0." This 
article was cited and provided by the examiner in the Office Action mailed 7/3 1/2002. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5, 8-12 & 17-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gateway 2000 (Press Release, 08/21/1996), in view of Yoshida, (U.S. Pat # 5,191,423), in view 
of Siitonen, (U.S. Pat # 6,049,796). 

Considering claim 8, Gateway 2000 meets the claimed PCTV computer system having a 
keyboard for providing alphanumeric characters to the PCTV computer and also a display 
monitor, pg. 3. Gateway 2000 discloses that the PCTV includes a keyboard and the TV display 
screen, pg. 4. The PCTV system also enables the user to place the system in one of a PC or TV 
mode; see pg. 2. The disclosure of the Destination Big Screen PCTV allows for watching TV in 
a full-size screen mode or as a resizable window in a PC desktop environment, which meets the 
newly claimed feature of TV mode and a computer mode with an active window. 

The claimed feature of storing predetermined Internet site names is met by the disclosure, 
which teaches on pg. 1, that in the Destination Software Collection, at least Microsoft Works 95 
may be pre-installed on the PCTV. The use of Microsoft Works 95 requires at least the Windows 
95 operating system. Since at the time the invention was made, it was known that Windows 95 
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included the Microsoft's Internet Explorer, which is a web browsing software package, the 
Gateway 2000 necessarily comprises multiple pre-loaded URL's, at least to the Microsoft web 
site. 

Furthermore, the Destination Software Collection that comes with the PCTV of Gateway 
2000, also includes Trials for on-line services and Internet access, which necessarily include web 
sites addresses, at least of the on-line services; see pg. 2. Thus the Gateway 2000 provides at 
least two teachings of storing pre-determined Internet site names, and reads on the claimed 
subject matter. 

As for the additionally claimed feature of storing a predetermined station names, the 
recitation reads on at least temporarily storing an EPG at the PCTV. Gateway 2000 discloses on 
pg. 3 that a user may choose the option for an on-line TV service. By ordering the on-line TV 
guide service, the user may scroll through up to two weeks of programming. Even though it is 
not explicitly disclosed that this on-line TV guide data may be stored at the PCTV, Official 
Notice is taken that storing EPG data at a consumer network equipment, such as a set-top box 
was very well known in the art at the time invention was made. It would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to operate Gateway 2000 in a 
manner wherein the EPG data is at least temporarily stored at the PCTV, at least in order to 
speed up the user's access to the EPG data since the data is stored locally instead of being 
retrieved from the network each time the user desires to view the data. 
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Regarding the additional claimed feature of the alphanumeric keyboard containing a key 
with an associated channel macro for selecting a predetermined network or Internet site name, 
Gateway 2000 does not explicitly disclose such a feature. Nevertheless, TV tuning systems were 
well known in the art at the time the invention was made which enabled a user to select a 
predetermined station by inputting its corresponding station name via alphanumeric keys on a 
user controlled station selection device. 

Yoshida provides such a user controlled station selection device 40, Fig. 2. In 
particular, Yoshida teaches that the user selects a station by pressing the corresponding 
alphanumeric keys on the channel selection device 40, (col. 1, lines 55-67). Yoshida furthermore 
provides that the user merely needs to input the first letter of the desired station name, and 
subsequently the list of all stations with the corresponding first letter is displayed on the TV 
screen for the user to select from, (col. 1, lines 60-67; col. 4, lines 10-22). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to modify 
Gateway 2000 with the known feature of a user inputting an alphanumeric representation of a 
station in order to select the instant station as shown by Yoshida, at least for the known desirable 
benefit of avoiding the user memorizing the entire name of a desired TV station, as taught by 
Yoshida. 

Regarding the amended claimed feature of effecting a second actuation of the same or 
another alphanumeric key and creating a display of the or each stored station name or Internet 
site name containing an initial sequence of characters matching the sequence of characters 
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associated with he sequence of alphanumeric key actuations, Yoshida only teaches entering the 
first alphanumeric key actuation. Nevertheless, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to sort a list of stations using more than just the first alphabet, at least in order to 
provide the user with a narrower search. 

It is taught by Siitonen, that when a user wants to search for a particular item in a 
database, for the user to enter the first few letters of the names. As the user enters the name of 
item, by entering multiple letters, the system automatically searches the database and provides a 
list of items that match the sequence of alphabets entered by the user; see col. 2, lines 51-64 & 
col. 9, lines 45-62. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination of Gateway 2000 and Yoshida, with well known 
feature of alphabetically sorting items using more than the first letter, as taught by Siitonen, col. 
2, lines 5 1-54, for the improvement of providing the user with opportunity to refine a search. 

Even though the teachings of Siitonen is applied in an environment of a searching for 
names or companies in a database, examiner points out that the searching algorithm is entirely 
applicable to the references of record. This is correct since all of the references are computer 
controlled, and both Yoshida & Siitonen are concerned with providing lists of items to a user- 
based upon the user's search request. 



Considering claim 5, Gateway 2000 discloses a wireless keyboard, pg. 4. 
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Considering claim 9, the claimed step of downloading an EPG from a network provider 
reads on the discussion in Gateway 2000 of the electronic TV guide subscription. 

Regarding claims 10 & 12, Official Notice is taken that highlighting and channel banners 
of a user selectable item were notoriously well known in the art of TV graphical user interface 
technology, at the time the invention was made. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to operate Gateway 2000 in a manner wherein 
channel banners or highlighting of channels is used, at least for the well-known benefit of 
insuring that the user is informed of which channel has been selected. 

Regarding claim 1 1, Gateway 2000 teaches a user watching TV, even while in computer 
mode; see pg. 2. 

Considering claims 17-18 & 21-22, Gateway 2000 teaches using the wireless keyboard or 
Field Mouse remote control for operation of the TV; see pg. 4. 

Considering claims 19 & 23, Gateway 2000 discloses that the PCTV has full screen TV 
mode, and a video window while in PC mode. 

Considering claim 20, the claimed features of a computer system emulating a TV system, 
which corresponds with subject matter of claim 8, are likewise analyzed. 
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Considering claim 24, the claimed method steps of the PCTV corresponds with subject 
matter mentioned above in the rejection of claim 8, and is likewise rejected. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A) Iggulden Teaches a PCTV, with a TV mode and computer mode that has an active 
video window; see col. 23, lines 45-62. 

B) Rabideau Teaches a user refining a search by adding additional letters; see col. 3, 
lines 40-55 & Fig. 1. 

C) Hargrove Discloses a method of searching a database for entries that match a three- 
letter sequence, col. 12, lines 31-45. 

D) Sedluk Teaches that in a typical find list system, the first one or two characters of 
the search-entry are uses a key to identify possible target-entries in the find list, col. 1, lines 14- 
35 & col. 2, lines 32-36. 

E) Feigen Teaches providing a constantly updating list of all database items that 
match the alphabets entered, as the user enters each additional letter, Para 0043. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC. 20231 



or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(703) 746-6861 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA. } Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Reuben M Brown whose telephone number is (703) 305-2399. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00), First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew I. Faile can be reached on (703) 305-4380. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



Reuben M. Brown 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



